
 

The Hon. Donald Rumsfeld 
 
The 13th and 21st Secretary of Defense, Donald Rumsfeld 
published his number one New York Times bestselling memoir, 
Known and Unknown, in 2011.  The book spans his career and 
is complemented by extensive primary source documentation 
on his supporting website (www.rumsfeld.com).  His second 
book, Rumsfeld’s Rules, was published in May, 2013, and was 
also featured on the New York Times Best Seller list. 
 
Mr. Rumsfeld chairs the not for profit Rumsfeld Foundation 
with his wife, Joyce (www.rumsfeldfoundation.org).   
 

Born in 1932, Mr. Rumsfeld and his wife, Joyce, were married in 1954 and currently reside in New 
Mexico and spend time in Montana, Maryland, and Washington, D.C. They have three children, seven 
grandchildren, and a great granddaughter. 
 
Rumsfeld attended Princeton University on scholarships (B.A., 1954) and served on active duty in the 
U.S. Navy (1954-57) as an aviator, a flight instructor, and an instructor of flight instructors.  He ended 
his service in the Naval Reserve as a Captain when he became the 13th Secretary of Defense in 1975.   
 
In 1957, he came to Washington, D.C. to serve as Administrative Assistant to a Congressman. After a 
stint with an investment banking firm, he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives from Illinois 
in 1962, at the age of 30. He was re-elected in 1964, 1966, and 1968.  
 
Mr. Rumsfeld resigned from Congress in 1969, during his fourth term, to join President Nixon’s 
Cabinet. He first served simultaneously as the Director of the Office of Economic Opportunity, Assistant 
to the President, and member of the Cabinet (1969-1970). From 1971 to 1972, he was Counsellor to the 
President, Director of the Economic Stabilization Program, and a member of the Cabinet.   
 
In 1973, Mr. Rumsfeld left Washington, D.C. to serve as U.S. Ambassador to the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) in Belgium (1973-1974).  
 
In August 1974, he was called back to Washington, D.C. to serve as Chairman of the transition to the 
Presidency of Gerald R. Ford. He later became White House Chief of Staff and a member of the 
President's Cabinet (1974-1975).  He served as the 13th U.S. Secretary of Defense, the youngest in the 
country's history (1975-1977).  
 
From 1977 to 1985 he served as Chief Executive Officer, President, and then Chairman of G.D. Searle 
& Co., a pharmaceutical company. The successful turnaround at Searle earned him awards as the 
Outstanding Chief Executive Officer in the Pharmaceutical Industry from the Wall Street Transcript 
(1980) and Financial World (1981).  He served as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of General 
Instrument Corporation from 1990 to 1993.  Until being sworn in as the 21st Secretary of Defense, Mr. 
Rumsfeld was a member and, later, Chairman of the Board of Gilead Sciences, Inc. (1988 to 2001).  
 
During his business career, he remained engaged in public service through a number of Federal posts, to 
include:  
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• Member of President Reagan’s General Advisory Committee on Arms Control (1982-1986)  
• Special Presidential (Reagan) Envoy on the Law of the Sea Treaty (1982-1983)  
• Special Presidential (Reagan) Envoy to the Middle East (1983-1984) 
• Member of the U.S. Joint Advisory Commission on U.S./Japan Relations (1983-1984)  
• Member of the National Commission on Public Service (1987-1990)  
• Member of the National Economic Commission (1988-1989) 
• Chaired the bipartisan U.S. Ballistic Missile Threat Commission (1998) 
• Member of the U.S. Trade Deficit Review Commission (1999-2000)  
• Chaired the U.S. Commission to Assess National Security Space Management and Organization 

(2000) 
 

While in the private sector, Mr. Rumsfeld's civic activities included: 
 

• Member of the National Academy of Public Administration (1981 – Present) 
• National Park Foundation (1990 – 1996; 1997 – 2001) 
• Member and then Chairman of the Eisenhower Exchange Fellowships, Inc. (1986 – 2001) 
• Freedom House (1989 – 2001), as well as  
• Service on corporate boards of directors, including Kellogg, Allstate Corp., Vulcan Materials 

Co., ASEA Brown Boveri (ABB), and Amylin Pharmaceuticals (1991 – 2001) 
 
During his second tour as Secretary of Defense (2001-2006), he led the Department in its response to the 
terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, overseeing the reform and transformation of the U.S. Armed 
Forces to be more capable in meeting the challenges of the 21st Century.  
 
Under his leadership, the Department of Defense: 
 

• Strengthened U.S. Special Operations Forces, providing significant increases in budget, 
personnel, authorities, and capabilities 

• Engineered a significant reorganization of the worldwide command structure, establishing the 
U.S. Northern Command and the new U.S. Strategic Command 

• Initiated the most significant changes in the military's global force posture in a generation – 
transitioning away from a static, defensive Cold War posture to more flexible arrangements to 
enable U.S. forces to respond to 21st Century contingencies, to include: 

o Modernizing basing arrangements in Asia and Europe 
o Doubling the number of carrier battle groups that can be surged during a crisis 

• Oversaw the Army’s most significant reform in more than two generations – shifting from a 
division-based to a modular brigade-based force 

• Strengthened the deterrent by reorganizing and revitalizing missile defense research and testing 
programs, free of the restraints of the ABM Treaty 

 
Mr. Rumsfeld’s honors include:   
 

• All Navy Wrestling Champion (1956) 
• Distinguished Eagle Scout Award (1975) 
• George Catlett Marshall Award, U.S. Army Association (1984) 
• Woodrow Wilson Award , Princeton University (1985) 
• Lone Sailor Award, U.S. Navy Memorial Foundation (2002) 
• Statesmanship Award, Former Members of Congress (2003) 
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• General James H. Doolittle Award, Hudson Institute (2003) 
• Ronald Reagan Freedom Award (2003) 
• Gerald R. Ford Medal (2004) 
• Silver Buffalo Award, Boy Scouts of America (2006) 
• Eisenhower Distinguished Service Award, Veterans of Foreign Wars (2006) 
• Statesmanship Award, Claremont Institute (2007) 

 
Mr. Rumsfeld has been awarded 11 honorary degrees and has received foreign awards and honors from 
Albania, the Republic of Korea, Latvia, Mexico, Nicaragua, Poland, Romania, Taiwan, and Ukraine.  
 
In 1977, Mr. Rumsfeld was awarded the nation’s highest civilian award, the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom. 
 
The Rumsfeld Foundation  
 
Don and Joyce Rumsfeld established the Rumsfeld Foundation in 2007 to promote leadership and public 
service at home and support the growth of free political and free economic systems abroad. The 
Rumsfeld Foundation has four focus areas: 
 

• Providing grants to charities supporting active duty troops, veterans, the wounded, their families 
and the families of the fallen. 

• Fellowships for graduate students needing assistance, with an interest in serving the nation 
through a career in public service or policy-relevant fields. 

• Supporting global microfinance organizations that promote small business and entrepreneurship 
among individuals in developing countries around the world.    

• Building linkages among young leaders from the 10 countries of Greater Central Asia 
(Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan).  
 

Information on the Rumsfeld Foundation can be found at www.rumsfeldfoundation.org. The Rumsfeld 
Foundation is a section 501(c)(3) organization.  
 
The Rumsfeld Website  
 
Launched in February of 2011 with the release of Known and Unknown, www.rumsfeld.com is the 
archival site and home of the Rumsfeld Papers. The site hosts more than 4,000 documents, a number of 
them previously classified, which have been digitized from Mr. Rumsfeld’s personal archive. They date 
back to the 1960's including documents from the Nixon, Ford, Reagan, and George W. Bush 
administrations, as well as from his time in the private sector. 
 
The extensive online archive offers readers an opportunity to access primary source documents 
including those referenced in the endnotes in his book. The site can be searched by names, dates, and 
subjects. Since the initial release, the site has had over 45 million hits.  
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